
“Our mission is simply to get socks to individuals who need them the most
because it’s not so simple for most displaced individuals to get even one pair of socks.”

 
Why support Sock’n It! mission? 

Let us help you decide. Below are questions every donor can (and should) ask 
because your hard earned dollars matter!

Why now? The reason your support is needed. 
Will the donation help meet a special and specific need?
Is the gift part of a capital campaign? Is the gift part of the organization's Annual Fund?
Both uses are acceptable, but you need to know which to feel confident about your gift.
Your donation will provide socks to homeless men, women, children, youth and senior citizens and to 
those in shelters. Your donation will help get socks to displaced individuals. Your donation provides the 
flexibility needed to respond to changing circumstances -  it is not “if “ circumstances change - it is 
“when” and our challenge is to help meet the need. A donation to Sock ’n It, no matter the amount or 
size, is the most comprehensive commitment you can make for the organization’s response time and 
inventory readiness.  Did you know that over 50% of people who are homeless are over 50 years old? 

How much should I give?
Donors ask, “Does the amount make a difference?” Many times participation is more important than the 
size of the gift because it encourages support from others. Sometimes a special appeal needs just a little 
boost from others who support the mission. When there are so many worthwhile missions, we encourage 
you to favorably consider donating to the on-going mission of Sock ’n It! until all of our homeless and 
displaced are sheltered and have socks. (Indeed a challenge!)

You will agree that "where your treasure is, there your heart will be also." (Matthew 6:21) The Bible 
teaches us to give not just to help our neighbors, but for our own blessing, from a cheerful heart. Never 
once does it state a specific amount. To that end, your gifts matter to us, because they matter to you. Did 
you know 8% of the homeless are veterans?

Can I give in installments?
Yes. This may be more convenient. You can pledge a specific amount and remit your monthly pledge. 
For example, a monthly gift of $20 equates to a $240 annual gift!

Sock’n It! does offer a monthly giving option online for our donors. Visit www.sock-in-it.com and click 
donate to set up an automatic monthly commitment  Most banks also offer electronic funds transfer that 
can be set up on an installment schedule. Did you know many individuals who are homeless have a 
mental illness and are in needed of medical help.

What is the organization's history?
Most appeals will share the organization's vision for the future. But do you know the organization's 
history and it’s important to have an understanding of where the organization is going? 

Our story began when a small group of “Meeting Needs” individuals, including youth, discussed the 
growing number of homeless individuals in New Orleans and in rural communities. The14 year old in the 
group thought for a moment and said, “My sock drawer is full of socks because I love socks and I wear 
them until there are holes in them. Homeless people who do not have a “sock drawer” or a pair of socks - 
they need socks…we can all go out and buy socks rights now…homeless people can not… socks can 
protect their toes when they are in the cold and when they walk on hot concrete in the summer.”

Our research began… Data confirmed America’s small towns and communities are not immune to the 
problem of homelessness.1  The number of people who experience rural homelessness is unknown, 
(sometimes referred to as the American’s forgotten poor) but the last national count of homeless people 
found that 7 percent live in rural areas. We obtained the data on New Orleans, Louisiana.

http://www.sock-in-it.com
http://www.sock-in-it.com


The research was heart breaking. New Orleans homeless population, like those nationwide, 
consists mostly of people between the ages of 45 and 61.  The proportion of homeless elderly, 62 
and over, in New Orleans is four times the national average.2

Who else is giving?
You are not alone. Is the organization working hard to share its mission?

Funding needs come from a variety of sources. While some funds come from churches and civic 
organization, the majority of donations come from individuals who want to help and support our on-
going mission.  Socks are the least donated clothing item to shelters and are asked for. We know 
that comfy feeling from a pair of socks. Thank you for pairing with us to share that feeling.

Is my gift tax deductible?
If you want to take a charitable deduction for federal income tax purposes, make sure the 
organization is tax exempt as a charity under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. A 
charity appeal will usually include a reference to this.

Sock’n It! is incorporated in the state of Louisiana and a non-profit entity under the IRS section 
501(c)3.  Your hard earned dollars matter to you and we appreciate your support. Thank you for 
helping to make happier feet!

How much of my donation will reach its intended destination?
Many times an organization has administrative costs (sometimes known as a "cost recovery fee" 
that are taken out of donations. This practice is fairly common and somewhat reasonable for 
operating expenses (e.g. website, stationary/promotional printed materials, etc)

The majority  (90%) of donations made to Sock’n It! are used exactly as the donor intended. 
However, there may be circumstances where a nominal administrative cost recovery fee of no more 
than 10% of your gift may be assessed, but that does not affect the tax deductibility of your gift. 
Thank you for making’ toes smile for a while!

How will I be treated?
Every donor should be acknowledged for their gift. You should expect a follow-up receipt for your 
donation. You may prefer your gift to be anonymous or publicly listed as an encouragement for 
others to give.

We want every donor to feel good about their gift, so in addition to our thank you, with your email 
address you will receive updates so you can see how your donation is being used. We want to 
have the information you need to not only feel good about your gift, but to also serve as an 
ambassador to others who may be considering a gift to Sock’n It! - getting socks to those who 
need socks the most.

1  https://endhomelessness.org/resource/rural-homelessness/

2  http://www.npr.org/2016/02/18/467217588/in-rural-america-homeless-population-may-be-bigger- than-you-think
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